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Recommendation: 

 

 That the proposed approach to the review of the Transport Strategy is noted 
and supported. 

 

 
1 Introduction 
 
1.1 This paper sets out the proposed approach to reviewing the Borough 

Transport Strategy.  
 

2 Background 
 

2.1 The current Borough Transport Strategy was adopted in 2015. It is proposed 
that a review of the Strategy should be undertaken to accompany the new 
Local Plan, and to address issues that have arisen since 2015, relating to the 
transport network and services in the Borough (many of which have been 
raised at recent JTB meetings).  
 

2.2 A Transport Assessment has been prepared as part of the evidence base for 
the new Tunbridge Wells Local Plan. This work has identified the transport 
infrastructure schemes that will be required to deliver the growth strategy in 
the Plan. The report of the Transport Assessment will be available as part of 
the evidence base for the Draft Local Plan consultation (Regulation 18), 
starting on 20 September 2019. The transport mitigation measures will also be 
set out in the Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) that will be included in the 
Draft Local Plan. 

 
2.3 The new Borough Transport Strategy will incorporate material from the 

Transport Assessment and IDP. However, the Strategy will also address wider 
transport and mobility issues that are not directly related to the locations for 
growth set out in the Local Plan, for example road safety. It will have a similar 
structure to the existing Strategy, as follows: 
 



 Executive Summary  

 Introduction  

 Policy context  

 Existing transport network and challenges  

 Growth and development in the borough  

 Transport vision and objectives  

 Funding and investment  

 Action Plan 
 

2.4 The Strategy will also build on relevant documents prepared by Kent County 
Council, including the Local Transport Plan 4, Kent Environment Strategy, 
Kent Active Travel Strategy and Kent Energy and Low Emissions Strategy. 
TWBC is also preparing a Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan 
(LCWIP) and a Parking Strategy/Policy Paper that will form part of the overall 
Transport Strategy.  
 

2.5 A Transport Issues Paper is being prepared to assist the conversation about 
the future transport strategy for the borough. This issues paper will be 
included as part of the suite of documents for the Draft Local Plan consultation 
(Regulation 18). The issues to be covered in the paper are as follows: 

 

 Travel behaviour/patterns in the borough 

 New technology in transport and mobility 

 Supporting growth and the local economy  

 Public transport – bus and rail 

 Environmental issues – climate change and air quality 

 Rural transport issues 

 Public health and transport 

 Road safety 

 Active travel – walking and cycling 

 Parking 

 Policy options for the Strategy 
 

2.6 The Issues Paper will seek to draw out feedback on how the Strategy should 
address the transport and mobility challenges that the borough’s residents and 
businesses will be facing in the next 15 years.  
 

2.7 TWBC and KCC Officers will prepare the Transport Strategy in partnership. 
 

2.8 A meeting of the JTB Local Plan Working Group will be arranged to discuss 
the Transport Issues Paper and review of the Strategy in more detail in 
July/August 2019. 
 

2.9 An update paper setting out progress on this work will be brought to the next 
JTB meeting in October and a draft Strategy will be presented at the January 
2020 JTB meeting. 

 

 

Appendices to the Report 

 None 


